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Sad Face: Good-Bye, Grilled

Cheese Invitational
After 12 years, the Grilled Cheese Invitational signs off

Posted on 1/24/2014 12:50:00 PM by  Elina Shatkin and Daniela Galarza

Tim Walker stopped the world—or at least Los Angeles—to melt with us, but all

good cheesy things come to an end. This morning, the owner, operator, and

instigator behind the country's biggest festival in honor of the grilled cheese

sandwich—The Grilled Cheese Invitational—announced that this year's fest would

be its last. In a surprising post on the company's facebook page, the fez-wearing

Walker announced that the event set to take place on National Grilled Cheese Day,

Adv ertisement

Advertisement

Prescott: True West.
Real Adventure
Mile-high Prescott transcends the Arizona

archetype with four mild seasons, an average

annual daytime temperature of about seventy

degrees, and 300+ days of sunshine.

Prescott's outdoor recreation menu is

designed to tantalize: with five scenic area

lakes and a network of more than 450 miles

of groomed multi-use trails winding through

the city and into the adjacent Prescott

National Forest, the press has tabbed

Prescott as a "Top Outdoor Adventure

Town."

Just ninety miles north of Phoenix, Prescott

makes for a great summer escape. Visit our

website for packages and more information

67Like

Photograph courtesy  of Kelly  Bone [thevegfoodie.com]

A grilled cheese sandwich at The Grilled Cheese Inv itational 201 1

119 0 4Google + 2 

L.A. DRIVER BLOGS TRAVEL VISIT L.A. DATING LA SOCIAL  

Search

  

 

 

  

 

→ PRIN T | DIGITA L

→ DIN IN G A PP

→ THIS MON TH

→ A RCHIV ES

→ COV ER LIBRA RY

 

Today's w eather forecast: Up

There

  

 

HOME FEATURES FOOD CULTURE STYLE CITYTHINK BEST OF LA

72° F

http://www.lamag.com/lafood/digestblog
http://www.lamag.com/lafood/digestblog/2014/01/24/sad-face-good-bye-grilled-cheese-invitational
http://www.lamag.com/lafood/digestblog/author/elina-shatkin
http://www.lamag.com/lafood/digestblog/author/daniela-galarza
http://www.lamag.com/lafood/digestblog/2009/04/28/la-grilled-cheese-ified
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CRPFQvMteU86GO4XewQHrqoDQCObpmdYEAAAQASAAUNCEz_D9_____wFgyd7ohsijkBmCARdjYS1wdWItOTgzNzI5MzczNjMyMTkxM8gBAuACAKgDAaoEuQFP0CWW0hWStYw9lV5xbe7-9NpihDm9GijqnafAcPLMPD0V3rizqgBUAiVuBrP0SQP7Ld6Tsn6_Llph3coon5d2e7nNdQhEz0RMNQC-fOM5zeJF06WhlOIhIxpHJwp_458KOxgKxLO6dQJa_5hpwvS6hBxjlx_s0jEGP7m_3g_uonJpFZqtyTdG1hRn_eN4cPUmqlnCbEyYv7sUcGkLGQBtZa3af8IUG664klnaOh8iugkNVVymtG7pHeAEAaAGFA&num=0&sig=AOD64_3G13JbuTZRI6mX2chTyv7pgoZbpg&client=ca-pub-9837293736321913&adurl=http://www.allanjeffries.com
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%253Fsa%253DL%2526ai%253DBwbzRvcteU7utBvHcwQHMgYGIA7bTnJsEAAAAEAEgADgAWOb_vvSCAWDJ3uiGyKOQGYIBF2NhLXB1Yi05ODM3MjkzNzM2MzIxOTEzsgENd3d3LmxhbWFnLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBCdoBX2h0dHA6Ly93d3cubGFtYWcuY29tL2xhZm9vZC9kaWdlc3RibG9nLzIwMTQvMDEvMjQvc2FkLWZhY2UtZ29vZC1ieWUtZ3JpbGxlZC1jaGVlc2UtaW52aXRhdGlvbmFswAIC4AIA6gIQNjczMi9lbW1pcy5sYW1hZ_gCgdIegAMBkAOsApgD4AOoAwHgBAGgBiA%2526num%253D0%2526sig%253DAOD64_3Cqe_miYBpjg-sX1ofRuXb0kJE2A%2526client%253Dca-pub-9837293736321913%2526adurl%253Dhttp://www.visit-prescott.com/
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%253Fsa%253DL%2526ai%253DBwbzRvcteU7utBvHcwQHMgYGIA7bTnJsEAAAAEAEgADgAWOb_vvSCAWDJ3uiGyKOQGYIBF2NhLXB1Yi05ODM3MjkzNzM2MzIxOTEzsgENd3d3LmxhbWFnLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBCdoBX2h0dHA6Ly93d3cubGFtYWcuY29tL2xhZm9vZC9kaWdlc3RibG9nLzIwMTQvMDEvMjQvc2FkLWZhY2UtZ29vZC1ieWUtZ3JpbGxlZC1jaGVlc2UtaW52aXRhdGlvbmFswAIC4AIA6gIQNjczMi9lbW1pcy5sYW1hZ_gCgdIegAMBkAOsApgD4AOoAwHgBAGgBiA%2526num%253D0%2526sig%253DAOD64_3Cqe_miYBpjg-sX1ofRuXb0kJE2A%2526client%253Dca-pub-9837293736321913%2526adurl%253Dhttp://www.visit-prescott.com/
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%253Fsa%253DL%2526ai%253DBwbzRvcteU7utBvHcwQHMgYGIA7bTnJsEAAAAEAEgADgAWOb_vvSCAWDJ3uiGyKOQGYIBF2NhLXB1Yi05ODM3MjkzNzM2MzIxOTEzsgENd3d3LmxhbWFnLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBCdoBX2h0dHA6Ly93d3cubGFtYWcuY29tL2xhZm9vZC9kaWdlc3RibG9nLzIwMTQvMDEvMjQvc2FkLWZhY2UtZ29vZC1ieWUtZ3JpbGxlZC1jaGVlc2UtaW52aXRhdGlvbmFswAIC4AIA6gIQNjczMi9lbW1pcy5sYW1hZ_gCgdIegAMBkAOsApgD4AOoAwHgBAGgBiA%2526num%253D0%2526sig%253DAOD64_3Cqe_miYBpjg-sX1ofRuXb0kJE2A%2526client%253Dca-pub-9837293736321913%2526adurl%253Dhttp://www.visit-prescott.com/
http://www.lamag.com/ladriver
http://www.lamag.com/blogs/
http://www.lamag.com/latravel
http://www.lamag.com/visitla
http://dating.lamag.com/?source=lamag_navigation
http://www.lamag.com/lasocial/
http://twitter.com/LA_mag
http://www.facebook.com/LosAngelesmag
http://www.lamag.com/
http://www.lamag.com/toc/2014/04/21/may-2014
http://www.lamag.com/subscription/
http://www.lamag.com/apps/
http://www.lamag.com/toc/2014/04/21/may-2014
http://www.lamag.com/toc
http://www.lamag.com/coverarchive/photopages/albums.aspx
http://www.lamag.com/
http://www.lamag.com/lafeatures
http://www.lamag.com/lafood
http://www.lamag.com/laculture
http://www.lamag.com/lastyle
http://www.lamag.com/citythink
http://www.lamag.com/bola/


4/28/2014 Sad Face: Good-Bye, Grilled Cheese Invitational - Digest - Los Angeles magazine

http://www.lamag.com/lafood/digestblog/2014/01/24/sad-face-good-bye-grilled-cheese-invitational 2/5

April 12, 2014 at Los Angeles Center Studios in downtown Los Angeles will be the

festival's final celebration of grilled cheese. But why?

"It's because we won the war on curds and whey," Walker says. "There are national

restaurant chains dedicated to grilled cheese. There's a motorcade of grilled cheese

trucks around the country. When we started this, grilled cheese was on the kids'

menu and the only people doing events with it were us and Campanile. Now, it's

taken its rightful place in the forefront of American sandwiches. We've done our

hard work."

Because it's the last time this many grilled cheese heads will congregate in one

place, Walker announced that this year's event would include another contest: A

final, fifth competition heat, where all previous Grilled Cheese Champions are

invited to compete for the grand crown, the Final Grilled Cheese Champion.

Walker promises he has new, equally enticing food events up his sleeve, because

like the ambassador of dairy that he is, his work is never done, even when he's off

the clock.

Tickets for this year's Grilled Cheese Invitational will be on sale next week.

See the complete announcement below.

Greetings, cheese fiends!

In the dark and wretched days, the grilled cheese sandwich, arguably

America’s best sandwich, was relegated by most restaurants to the lonely back

alleys of the children’s menu. It was held back and stifled by a world afraid of

the glorious and mighty power of maximum cheese.

Then, in 2003, a group of friends got together in a downtown Los Angeles

artist loft, armed with spatulas, frying pans, and a massive amount of bread,

butter, and cheese to battle head-to-head in the hopes of finding out who

amongst them was a “Grilled Cheese Champion.” What happened that night in

that butter-stained artist loft could easily be described as the best thing to

happen—ever.

Thankfully, the world is now a much better place. What started with a handful

of friends in Los Angeles has become a national movement, a marching army

of cheese fiends clear across the country.

The past eleven Grilled Cheese Invitational events have unleashed a mighty

tsunami of grilled cheese sandwiches, thanks to the efforts of thousands of

at www.visit-prescott.com
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competitors, judges, event volunteers, sponsors, and most importantly—the

Grilled Cheese Champions! 

Several previous Grilled Cheese Champions have taken their victory and

turned it into an enterprise, creating their own restaurants, food trucks,

catering companies, food blogs and cookbooks. Places such as: The American

Grilled Cheese Kitchen, with two locations in San Francisco; The Grilled

Cheese Truck, with a motorcade of trucks rolling throughout Southern

California, Phoenix, and Austin; the soon-to-open Greenspan’s Grilled Cheese

in Los Angeles; The Grilled Cheese Guy catering and food cart in the SF Bay

area—the list goes on and on and on.

There are many other grilled-cheese-centric restaurants, food trucks, rip-off

events, and grilled cheese recipe contests as well.

Which brings us to 2014.

This year’s event will take place on National Grilled Cheese Day, April 12, 2014

at Los Angeles Center Studios in downtown Los Angeles.

It will not be the 3rd 10th Annual or the 2nd 11th Annual or even the 12th

Annual. 

It will be The Last Grilled Cheese Invitational.

We have fought a great battle and we have won. We have had a great time

doing so. After many years and soooo much cheese, quite simply, it’s time. Our

insane committee of hard working volunteers has done years of backbreaking

work to make this event happen and, well, it’s time.

The Last Grilled Cheese Invitational will be a glorious day for cheese!

This year’s event will be just as spectacular as in years past, with one added

bonus. A final, fifth competition heat, where all previous Grilled Cheese

Champions throughout the years will be invited to compete for the grand

crown, the Final Grilled Cheese Champion.

More details about the event will be released in the coming weeks, but for now,

save the date of April 12th on your calendars, for it’ll be you final chance to get

cheesy like you mean it.

Yours, always in bread, butter, cheese and victory, 

Tim Walker
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